
Zeba® is a unique soil 

amendment that absorbs and 

releases water as needed by 

plants to help growers produce 

better quality and higher 

yielding crops. Replicated trials 

and commercial grower results 

have consistently demonstrated 

improved plant health in a range 

of applications.

Making the most of water in Australia’s dry climate

AgNotes

•	 Forestry

•	 Grapes

•	 Home garden

•	 Landscaping

•	 Nurseries

•	 Orchards

•	 Ornamentals

•	 Row crops

•	 Vegetables

Better water use efficiency can mean 
higher yields as illustrated in this

bean trial.



>	 Made from natural cornstarch.

>	 Biodegradable to USDA standards.

>	 Absorbs 400 times its weight in water, and releases up to 95% of held 
moisture back to the plant. Will hydrate and re-hydrate over its useful life 
of approximately 1 year (subject to soil type, temperature, moisture).

>	 Two formulation grades allows for flexible application:

•	 Pre-planting.

•	 Post-planting.

•	 Post emergence.

•	 At seeding.

•	 Potting/soil mix.

Zeba features

Zeba  advantages 

>	 Zeba has a significantly greater absorption capacity than Polyacrylamides 
(PAMS).

>	 Zeba has a ‘loose’ hydrogen bond, providing superior water release back 
to the plant compared  to PAMS.

>	 Unlike many PAMS Zeba leaves no petroleum residues.

>	 Zeba increases soil porosity and improves soil structure.

New turf laid with Zeba® on the right,
untreated area on left.



Zeba benefits

1.	 Reduces growing costs by:

>	 Increasing water use efficiency and decreasing irrigation costs including 
labour, water and energy.

>	 Reducing irrigation wastage by holding moisture within the root zone.        
This promotes healthy growth, and reduces nutrient leaching.

2.	 Increases crop yield potential by:

>	 Encouraging root growth, improving plant survival rate during transplanting, 
reducing replants and maturity delays.

>	 Significantly improving the rate of seed germination and emergence.

>	 Keeping plants cooler, increasing the rate of photosynthesis.

>	 Shortening growing cycles.

>	 Reducing stress during critical development periods.

>	 Increasing soil porosity for improved passing of water and oxygen.

>	 Creating more vigorous root development.

3. 	 Zeba is environmentally, socially and economically responsible because it is 
biodegradable, non-toxic and maximizes water efficiency.

Impatiens trial. Treated with Zeba® on the left,
untreated on the right.  20 Days after irrigation.

Zeba® treated grapevine cuttings on 
top, untreated on bottom. (Un-irrigated)



How to use Zeba

Fig 1. Zeba Zone

Disclaimer: The information submitted in this publication is based on current 
AgNova Technologies knowledge and experience.  In view of the many factors that 
may affect its application, this data does not relieve the user from carrying out 
their own tests. The data does not imply assurance of certain properties or of 
suitability for a specific purpose.  It is the responsibility of the user to ensure that 
any proprietary rights and existing laws and legislation are observed.
® Registered trademark of Absorbent Technologies. Inc. 
© Copyright AgNova 2007

Zeba and the Zeba Logo are trademarks of, and under licence from, Absorbent 
Technologies. Inc

For more information contact your local 

retailer or visit agnova.com.au

Rockmelon seedlings, treated with
Zeba® on the left, untreated on right.

ZE
A

N
11

07

Zeba is currently available in Australia in two 
grades: “Farm” and “Nursery & Greenhouse”.

For Zeba to enhance plant production it must be 
present in the soil in the root zone of the seedling 
or transplant. (See fig 1)

Zeba is typically applied to the soil as a dry 
granule but can be applied as a slurry in intensive 
horticultural crops, new tree or vine planting.

Zeba Farm granules are coarse enough to be 
applied down the sowing tubes with fertilizer or 
seed to ensure Zeba is in close proximity to the 
developing root system of the young plants. Farm 
granules can also be spread on the surface of 
beds with a fertilizer spreader prior to planting 
crops. Incorporation by cultivation should take 
place shortly after spreading.

Zeba Nursery & Greenhouse is a finer formulation 
designed to be mixed with soil or potting mix. 

Choosing the correct Zeba formulation and rate

Situation Zeba Farm Zeba Nursery & Greenhouse

Potting Mix 250-500g/per cubic metre

Turf 1-2kg/100m2 1-2kg/100m2

Row Crop Vegetables
Deep ripping prior to vine or tree 
plantings

3.5-8kg/ha
use higher rate in po-

rous soil types

3.5-8kg/ha
apply thorough Gandy box

or similar

Vegetables/Ornamentals in beds 0.75-1.25kg/100m2

Transplanted Trees/Vines 3.5g/5L soil or 6g for every 30cm of 
root ball.


